Minutes of Meldrum Bourtie & Daviot Community Council Meeting
Tuesday 26th November 2024
7.00pm – New Sports Pavilion, Meldrum Pleasure Park

CC Members Present: - Shona Presly, Jan Chalmers, Willie Sinclair, John Pirie, Gordon Duncan, Mary Thackwray, Penny Morton, Jenny McEwens, Alistair Massey, Murray Tennant and Richard Elliott.
Apologies: - James Milton, Ken Gordon, and Cllr Nicol Cllr Johnston
Councillors: Cllr Ritchie, and Cllr Hassan
Members of Public: - Mike Watt, Gary Oliver, Andrew McCartney,Jim Bruce, Doug Smith, Helen Hay, Karen Simpson, Jean Edward, Gordon Miles, Barry Howard, Lorraine Howard, Kathryn Michie, Sheena Smart, Meg Lunney, Karen Andrews, Diane McFarland, Sabina Cameron and Kevin Pope

Minutes of October 2024  

Proposed: Penny Morton
Seconded: Shona Presly

Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest were given.

Matters Arising

Jenny advised there are currently 2 options she is pursing regarding the new place to house our town centre defibrillator.  She will provide more information to us once she has it, hopefully this will be at our January meeting.							ACTION JENNY

Jenny advised she has had a reply to confirm the 240 bus only stops at Tesco when it returns from Kintore.  She has asked for this to be a stop on every 240 journey and is awaiting a reply.	ACTION JENNY	


Jenny confirmed she has written to Gillian Martin MSP Regarding the sat nav and signage issues we have with HGV/arctic vehicles.  She is awaiting a reply. 								ACTION JENNY	


Cllrs Hassan and Johnston advised the anti slip surface at the corner next to the turn off to Pittmedden/Ellon and at Meldrum House roundabout will not be getting replaced.  Discussions are ongoing regarding costs.  It was agreed by the members present this is unacceptable and it will be placed on our statement of outstanding business for us to continue to raise the issue.								ACTION JAN

Cllr Hassan confirmed the cat eyes will be replaced from Meldrum House roundabout up the A947 as soon as possible.  He advised the poor weather conditions stopped it happening last week.

It was agreed Jan would draft a letter in response to Newburn Medical Practice’s email we received last week.  We queried why a large number of patients in our area still haven’t received vital information around the changes at the practice including the new telephone numbers.  											ACTION JAN

Jan confirmed she is waiting on a response from Allan Whyte regarding vandalism and issues with youths at the former Westbank Care Home.
									ACTION JAN	
Proposed Crematorium at Glack, Daviot

Following on from our special meeting regarding this subject which was held in Daviot earlier this year, views from concerned residents were given again.  Issues raised included pollution, access, close proximity to houses and primary school and no report from SEPA for a long period of time (however it was noted there is one available to view on the planning portal now)
Jan received a letter from Brodies LLP on behalf of Stewart Trailers which has been circulated to all members and cllrs for their information.
Cllr Hassan advised Bennachie CC are now objecting to this application and it was agreed Jan will share all minutes and information we have with Bennachie CC on the subject.  Cllr Hassan also confirmed anyone who writes a letter whether that’s supportive, neutral or objecting can request to speak at the committee meeting.  Both Cllrs Hassan and Ritchie urged anyone in the room to do this if they feel they would like to.
Jan confirmed our cc member Ken Gordon will be speaking on behalf of our community council.
Murray said he felt the 40mph signs that are currently on that stretch of road are in the wrong place.  Cllr Johnston confirmed they were only there for up to18 months to allow potholes to be fixed safely.  Both Willie and Murray commented there are no potholes on that stretch of road.
Police Report
The members present agreed the new style police report is still too general and more detail is required.  It is felt there is no obvious link for what is happening in our community.  Jim Bruce reminded everyone to ensure they ask for a crime number when calling to report something to the police as this is not always provided to the caller at the time.  
Jan to feed back these thoughts to Barry Stewart		ACTION JAN

Members of the public

Kathryn Michie advised she wished to ask for our support in objecting to the proposed tree plantation at Greystone.
Kathryn read the following to us -
“The proposal is for an application to Forestry Scotland for a grant to plant approximately 150 acres of arable farmland with non-native conifers – Sitka Spruce, Norway Spruce and European Larch. These will form a dense, tall plantation which will be harvested in 30-40 years. What is being proposed is, in essence, a commercial timber enterprise funded by public money.
At least 16 property owners living in the Greystone/Hill of Blair area will be directly affected – our homes will be devalued by an estimate 5% because the trees will be planted with 60m of our property boundaries – for some properties, this will be as close as 30m. Other outlying homeowners, whose properties overlook the area have not been consulted yet – but their views, and in fact the views of this local area will change forever. We have submitted our objections on the grounds of not just the devaluation of our family homes, but on the numerous other negative impacts that we believe this commercial enterprise will have. Wildlife will be negatively impacted – likely displaced, and there will be a permanent loss to productive farmland – at a time when there is so much emphasis on the need for us to produce our own food. Our other concern is around the impact on the road safety of our single-track road on the vast machinery that will be required for this proposal.
I’d like to outline some of the concerns that we have as residents – one of our major concerns is that all water pipes – mains water, soakaways, wells, sources and pipe works have only been rudimentarily indicated on the planning maps. Damage to these pipes by tree roots seems almost inevitable. As residents of a rural area, we have all put up with disruption to our water supply, it is one of the accepted conditions of living where we do – but this would bring the likelihood of disruption to a whole new level – and one that would not be fixed by a quick call to the Scottish Water engineers for support. Believe it or not, the exact locations of our soakaways are not known – so “guesstimates” are being used. Guesstimates at soakaways – that’s what we’re faced with…
We do not object to well thought out woodland creation, farming and forestry are key industries in Scotland, and we accept this – in fact, living rurally as we do we are ardent supporters of our local farmers. We do object to this mass planting of commercial forestry that encircles, encloses and encroaches on the lives of 16 families – devaluing our homes, disrupting our lives and causing undue stress and worry. This proposal will destroy the natural beauty of the area that we have chosen to make our home.
We would ask, of any Aberdeenshire Council representatives here, why the area around Greystone has been designated as one that is fit for possible woodland creation – who makes this decision within the local authority, and why are those decisions not shared with homeowners?
Scottish Forestry is a government organisation, and the Scottish Government has set targets for tree planting. The application therefore is heavily weighted in favour of the applicant, who also has a right of appeal should the application be denied – we, as the homeowners and residents of the local area, have no such right. It is important to note as well that the landowner does not live in the local area to Oldmeldrum and Bourtie. The application is nearing the final stages and the next phase is for it to be placed on a public register for 28 days for comments.
Scottish Forestry state that the decision on which trees to plant is at the discretion of the landowner, in our case a landowner who does not live on the land…the decision to plant thousands of non-native species is one which is based on profit from the land, not protection of it and that is why we are seeking your help and support with helping us to have this application denied. We need your response to be ready for when the 28 day period starts – which could be at any point. We thank you for your time and hope that we can rely on the members of the community council to support us with this matter.”
The cc members present agreed to watch for the consultation period on this subject beginning and confirmed we would be able to set up a special meeting should it fall during a month we do not meet to allow us to review all the information at the time.
Cllr Ritchie confirmed he sits on Infrastructure Services Committee so would watch for it appearing there too.
Andrew McCartney raised the following items:
1. There has been no collection of bins in his area for the last 3 weeks.  The cllrs present agreed to raise this issue immediately.  ACTION ALL CLLRS
2. The signage approaching the Meldrum House roundabout from the A947 and from Methlick side is badly covered in green algae and requires to be attended to.  Cllr Hassan agreed to report this.  ACTION CLLR HASSAN
3. There is a regular issue with litter bins being emptied in the square and around the town.  When empyting the bins they also used to litter pick for 10 minutes around the area too but this has been stopped.  Cllr Ritchie agreed to report this to Marion Baikie.  ACTION CLLR RITCHIE
4. There is many blocked drains all over Oldmeldrum once again, many with grass growing from them already.  Last year the cc asked people to send drains they had noticed needing attention to Jan so we could send a complete list to Aberdeenshire Council.  Attention to the drains was given and we feel it helped to report them all at the same time.  It was agreed anyone who sees a blocked drain to send the info to Jan by 21st February 2025 and we will report them on Monday 24th February.  
ACTION EVERYONE

The question was raised by members of the public as to when the Parcock spring will be opened again.  It was stated it is now a legal case.  Jim Bruce asked what the legal case is as the land is not owned by Aberdeenshire Council.  Cllr Ritchie confirmed he will raise this subject at the next ward meeting.  			ACTION CLLR RITCHIE
Cllr Hassan read out the following he has received 

“I’ve searched Legal’s filing system and Title Index  under “ Whin” , “Parcock “ and “ Reservoir Oldmeldrum “ but nothing showed .
The legislation detailed below (Section 22 of the Water Industry (Scotland ) Act 2002) gives what at first glance is a straightforward solution but that assumes (1) a responsibility existed as at 2002 and (2) one of Scottish Water’s statutory predecessors ( which could go far back as Oldmeldrum Burgh Council ) had a title to the former reservoir .
With regard to assumption (1) such responsibility for the operation of the reservoir will have long since ceased given that it has been redundant for many years .
With regard to assumption (2) if a title had been granted and irrespective of responsibility for operation having ceased it would have been the case that Scottish Water would remain owners of the reservoir and as such would have responsibility for all ownership obligations and liabilities. Nothing has been found however to indicate that a title was ever granted and I suspect that the most likely scenario is that ownership remains with the Inheritors of Robin Duff’s Estate.”


Helen Hay asked why the 240 won’t stop at Tesco each time it passes.  Jenny confirmed she is waiting on a response to this query and will also bring it forward at the next bus forum.  

Andrew McCartney asked if we could ensure we put forward the necessity for the southern by pass to be completed when the next LDP is being reviewed.  Jan will take a note to remember to do this. 	
ACTION JAN
Elected Members

Cllr Ritchie advised Coutens is on the next ward meeting agenda due to it being so dangerous and fires starting there again.  He will report back to us with any information on the subject when he can.	
ACTION CLLR RITCHIE

Cllr Hassan informed us he was contacted to advise South Road had not been gritted recently, he reported it and a crew was sent out to do the gritting.

Daviot Community Trust
The Fundraiser which was planned for 15th. November in the form of a Race Night and Play Your Cards Right was postponed until the new year as there were other competing events on around the same time.
Due to a change of rules and conflicting advice received, the Trust’s application to the Scottish Government’s Just Transition Participatory Budget Fund for solar panels and equipment was not acceptable to AVA for going forward to the voting stage.
Some work has been undertaken weeding and cutting long grass between the new trees which were planted a few years ago. This makes the area look a lot tidier.
The Chairman continues to emphasise the urgent need to recruit more volunteers from the community to assist with ongoing maintenance and other duties as a number of the current team have been involved for over fifteen years and are getting less able. If you think you can help us, please ring Peter McHattie on 07923452733 or email: pmchattie@hotmail.co.uk
Meldrum Amenities Improvement Group (MAIG)
Winter bedding plants are now out on the barriers of the Square and Urquart Road, with the final planting of the Beehives in the Square and top of Cowgate occurring today. This will be the last plant associated group activity till February. This year we had to purchase a Christmas tree for the square as a suitable one was not available on the Golf course. The cost of this would have raised the total cost of the Christmas lights and switch on by over 50%. Something MAIG could not repeatedly sustain. However, in response to an appeal on Face Book, we had within two hours four offers from local businesses to pay for the tree and the offer of two trees from people’s garden. A commercial purchase chosen simply for simplicity this year, with the cost split equally between the four businesses, to whom we are most grateful. Their names can be seen at the base of the tree. As you will have seen the Christmas lights are up about the town and tree is up and decorated. (Although as I write I learn the Star has been blown over in the wind so we will have to do a repair operation – Sods law really in action!). Many thanks go to MAIG maintenance crew for preparation of the lights, remarkable both overcoming health and weather issues. While the erecting went reasonably smoothly, certain aspects did illustrate the need for more fresh volunteers, both with the preparation and on the day. We cannot expect our ever increasingly senior members to complete these tasks year on year. Preparations for the switch on of the lights and Santa’s visit are well in hand for Sunday the 1st 3pm. The academy are providing all the musical entertainment and compare this year. Please spread the word and free advertisement in the papers appears not to exist these days. We are also stepping up the campaign to raise money/sponsorship of new decorations for future years, the present have in most part done near twenty years.
Preparations for the switch on of the lights and Santa’s visit are well in hand for Sunday the 1st 3pm. The academy are providing all the musical entertainment and compare this year. Please spread the word and free advertisement in the papers appears not to exist these days. We are also stepping up the campaign to raise money/sponsorship of new decorations for future years, the present have in most part done near twenty years. MAIG Held our AGM mid-November. Sadly, attendance was almost exclusively those already on the committee with the result we are still seeking a new chair person. The previous chairs have, for very good reasons of long service and family commitments, relinquished their positions. Presently Jenny McEwens in role of vice chair is acting chair. Any one wishing to volunteer please let Jenny know! Best wishes to all for Christmas and New Year from MAIG

Treasurers Report
Willie emailed the members with the report prior to the meeting.  The balance in the account as at 26th November 2024 is £21,204.00.   Willie asked for all members’ present approval to move the £120 sitting in account 2 to the defibrillator fund and then account 2 can be closed.  All members present agreed.					ACTION WILLIE
Willie informed us that the bank is going to be charging us monthly fees for holding an account with them as we are not a charity.  Jenny agreed to look at the Post Office for an account and Richard suggested Unity Trust Bank too.
Gordon advised there is a small amount of money to be returned to the resilience fund at Aberdeenshire Council.  Jenny will check no member has any expenditure to claim first then return the money.  
ACTION JENNY

Secretarial Report
Jan read out the following report:
1. We are waiting to get a confirmed date for our fundraising coffee morning event for defib funds –Feb 15th or 5th April are the potential dates and we are waiting to hear from legion
2. The new meeting date for sports hub will be January, we are waiting on confirmation from Audra
3. 7 lights are out at co –op, bypass and out to lochter as well as 1 light out at Barra Roundabout.  I logged it on 21st November at 5pm.  Email received at 10.33am on 22nd November to advise both jobs have been committed for repair.  Emailed received at 10.40am on 25th November to advise the 7 lights out at co op The problem is not a routine fault and requires additional resources. Therefore the repair will be scheduled in our future works programme.
4. Drain covers very close to collapsing opposite the public car park on commercial road.  Logged at 5pm on 21st November and response received at 11am on 26th November.  They have agreed both need repair but have been deemed as low priority.
5. Sandbags are being collected by Mike Watt on Friday morning.  This is for our residents to use in an emergency if required.  Thanks to Mike for doing this for us.
6. Road closures on the council app make it look at thought our town centre is closed to traffic from 22nd November to 5th January.  This is not the case.  The road closure is in place for the Christmas lights going up, the switch on and the Christmas lights being taken down only.  3 days only.  This is not clear at all and I have asked the cllrs to look into this and have it made clearer with 3 separate entries.
7. Learning Estates sent an email to cc’s inviting them to a meeting on 6th November.  It didn’t ask for responses within the email however it was cancelled on the day of the event due to “no one responding to say they were attending”  I was copied in to an email from Heidi Ellis, the chair of Meldrum Academy Parent Council expressing their dissatisfaction around who is able to contribute to the survey, how the survey has been publicised, communication and net zero to name a few.  I have replied to Heidi and asked her to keep us informed of any response she receives from Leaning Estates.
8. I attended the online what’s next for Scottish Planning Conference on Tuesday 19th Nov.  It was through the email we received from Hannah Mackay and cc members were offered free places.  It was a full morning session with 5 different speakers and extremely worthwhile and interesting.  We will get information sent across to us, slides and such like, and I will forward these when I get them.  Masterplanning Consent areas were a hot topic as was the new LDP, 20 minute neighbourhoods.   
Planning Report
John gave a report on the planning applications for November 2024.  He also advised Formartine Area Committee meeting was held last week and the Passenger Transport Policy 2025 was discussed fully.
CC Forum
Shona provided the following report - 
“This meeting took place on line via Teams.  Mark Mitchell asked members if we are happy with the forum format. He wished to know if the format was working and what we would like to see included/excluded. Should there be speakers, which topics should be covered and frequency of meetings for example. General discussion covered time limits on speakers, no reports read out at forums but highlighted questions could be brought to meetings, quarterly meetings, police possibly attending (better reports needed from them) and meetings dedicated to feedback from the police were also suggested. Belhelvie C.C. have set up a web portal for reporting issues as it is important that people report problems to the police. Some members are keen to look into this.
Appointment of Vice-Chair – no appointment was made.
Claire Young itemised information still required from some Community Councils following recent elections.
In the Community Updates item on the agenda the following points were discussed.
Cemetery maintenance. Developing a village green in Balmedie – communication between community groups was discussed and whether Aberdeenshire Council could help groups with similar ideas speak to each other.
Tarves. Speeding continues to be an issue as do drainage problems. A social cinema has started in the Melvin Hall and community use land has been secured. Community support for the youth hub in Tarves has been withdrawn. There has been an increase in youth behaviour problems and with less being done with the young, the problem is expected to get worse.
Foveran. A new boardwalk has opened in Newburgh. Their main problem is fly tipping and the removal of it. The council’s response has not been acceptable to the C.C.
Fyvie, Rothienorman & Monquhitter. They have been busy responding to lots of energy projects (S.S.E.N.) and they are not sure how well the consultations are being done; they could possibly be better planned. Perhaps give more power to Community Councils? Plans for Fyvie Health Centre have been discussed at their meetings.
Udny. Their website has been discontinued. The C.C. is working with the resilience group and street lighting is getting an upgrade to L.E.D. but there is no guarantee that Udny Green will be prioritised. A Christmas Fair is taking place soon.
Under A.O.C.B. the following was discussed - The Bus Forum was mentioned but no date released. It was asked if the recent election process was successful. We were informed that one C.C. has not reformed, some have reformed with lower numbers but new faces have joined and some are at full capacity. The call for ideas stage in the LDP has been reached and Piers Blaxter will engage with elected members. Councillor Nicol advised us to be aware of the future of school buildings.  Meeting dates for next year will be set in December.”
AOCB
Jan and Gordon thanked Willie for his hard work and dedication to the Treasurer role over the past 20 years.  It was noted all cc members were pleased to hear Willie will be remaining as a cc members although stepping down from the treasurer role from 1st December 2024,

Jim Bruce stated there are a lot of unhappy members of the public with the new telephone system in place at the medical practice.  Other members of the public present as well as cc members agreed with this.  It was noted that there are strong views from the community on the subject and the question was asked if the cllrs could do anything to help.  Cllr Ritchie explained there is a review meeting on 17th December and he will report back to us at our January meeting with any information.  It was also agreed we would wait and reply to the medical practice once we have all information.				ACTION CLLR RITCHIE

Kevin Pope introduced himself as the new president of Oldmeldrum Tennis Club.  He advised he has cleaned all leaves and the court is new ready for playing in the Buchan League.  He appealed to us for some help that he still requires.

Firstly he asked for help with getting a new tennis net.  Court 1 would be for tennis only and court 2 is a multi-purpose court.  Cllr Hassan said he could look into funding for this.			ACTION CLLR HASSAN	

Secondly he asked for help with getting a storage unit for their items.  Again Cllr Hassan said he could look into this.
ACTION CLLR HASSAN

And finally Kevin said he has been informed Joe Coleman has the token required to activate the lights at the courts.  He doesn’t have any contact details for Joe and wondered if anyone could help.  Jan said she would get the details and forward to Kevin.			ACTION JAN	

Gordon reminded everyone to look themselves first with winter just around the corner as well as reading up on our advice leaflet.  He asked for more volunteers for our resilience whataspp group and advised to give names to Jan.	

Date and time of next meeting
Tuesday 28th January 2025 at 7pm  
